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Press release 

Joint Forces against Tuberculosis

In these days bird flu predominate newspaper headlines. Yet HIV, malaria and TB continue to ravage as major killers amongst plagues with dramatic economic consequences, notably in low-income countries. European scientists have joined forces and formed two major scientific networks supported by the EU frame work program 6 with 30 million Euro. TBVAC and MUVAPRED attempt to rationally develop vaccines against these poverty related diseases with emphasis on tuberculosis. A hundred years after the Nobel Prize for the discovery of the etiologic agent of tuberculosis to Robert Koch, who worked in Berlin, members of the two EU networks meet in Berlin to plan their future strategies. TBVAC aims at the rational development of novel vaccines to prevent pulmonary tuberculosis in young adults. Of particular interest is a vaccine for HIV-infected individuals who are particularly susceptible to tuberculosis. Several promising vaccine candidates are currently optimized in preclinical models. A phase I trail with one of the vaccine candidates, developed in TBVAC, has just been initiated. MUVAPRED aims at a vaccine that directly acts at the local site of TB manifestation – the mucosa. Vaccines will be developed which are easily administered in low-income countries where TB rampages most. Both networks complement each other in an ideal way and hence develop their strategies jointly to gain highest possible synergies. 

Representatives of MUVAPRED and TBVAC will discuss this on

Monday, 28. November from  13:30 to 15:00

in the Robert Koch auditorium of the Institute for Microbiology Charité
For further questions please contact:

Dr. Sabine Englich
Max-Planck-Institut für Infektionsbiologie
Campus Charité Mitte

Schumannstr. 21/22

10117 Berlin

Tel.: +49 30 28460142; 

e-mail: englich@mpiib-berlin.mpg.de
Venue:

Robert-Koch Hörsaal

Institut für Mikrobiologie der Charité

Dorotheenstr. 96

10117 Berlin
